MINUTES

DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

Wednesday, July 28, 2004

County Administration Building

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Alley called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.
ATTENDANCE

A quorum was present. In addition to Chairman Alley, the following Commissioners were in attendance: Vice Chairman Robert Sawyer and Commissioners Leonard Jason Jr., Paul A. Strauss, Leslie H. Leland, and Nelson W. Smith. Commissioner Roger W. Wey was absent. Other county officials and employees present included  County Manager E. Winn Davis, Sheriff Michael A. McCormack, Treasurer Noreen Mavro Flanders, Register of Deeds Dianne E. Powers, Chuck Cotnoir of the County Emergency Management Agency, and Executive Assistant Brian S. Kinal, who took these minutes. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Leland made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sawyer, to approve the minutes of the July 14 meeting, as presented. The motion passed 5-0, with Mr. Alley abstaining.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mr. Alley read a condolence letter from the Dukes County Commissioners to the Nantucket Board of Selectmen regarding the July 22 death of Grace Grossman, Nantucket’s representative to the Steamship Authority Board of Governors.

Mr. Alley also read a proclamation by the Dukes County Commission, proclaiming Aug. 6 as “U.S. Coast Guard Day in Dukes County.”
MANAGER’S REPORT 

Mr. Davis outlined the plan for a celebration of the Coast Guard’s 214th birthday. It will begin with a commemoration at Katharine Cornell Theater. That will be followed by a public reception aboard the Nantucket Lightship, docked at Packer Wharf in Vineyard Haven. The Dukes County Commission and U.S. Rep. William D. Delahunt will co-sponsor the birthday celebration, Mr. Davis said.
The County Manager honored several people who were involved in the recent beautification of the Administration Building grounds. The work included the application of parking stripes on the driveway, tree trimming, and landscaping with mulch. Mr. Davis announced that certificates of appreciation had been issued for Brian Kennedy of the Community Corrections Center, who supervised the landscaping crew, and to the three contractors who contributed mulch at no charge: Ken Cottrill of Chilmark, Steve Anaghos of Vineyard Haven, and Dennis Redican of Oak Bluffs. 

Sheriff Michael McCormack, who accepted the certificate for Mr. Kennedy, said Mr. Kennedy is an outstanding employee running an excellent program that allows offenders to perform community service. Certificates of appreciation, along with $35 gift certificates, were mailed to Mr. Cottrill, Mr. Anaghos and Mr. Redican.

In other business, Mr. Davis reported that a formal agreement between the County and the Wampanoag Tribe was ready for approval by Commissioners. Under the agreement, the Tribe will pay for 15 hours a week of Kendra Read’s time for various public health related work. Mr. Sawyer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Strauss, to approve the agreement. The vote was unanimous in favor. Mr. Davis said the County will continue to receive water samples at the Administration Building, and will transport the samples to the Tribe’s testing lab in Aquinnah.

OLD BUSINESS
Doug Siple of Oak Bluffs spoke to Commissioners about the Steamship Authority. He said the boatline has deteriorated significantly over the past three years, and he fears that if the decline continues, the SSA will be taken over by the state or a private company. Siple said part of the problem is that upper-management personnel have no practical experience in the marine industry. He suggested that the new CEO or general manager, as well as future governors from Martha’s Vineyard, be required to have maritime backgrounds. Mr. Alley mentioned to Mr. Siple that County Commissioners recently requested an extensive review of boatline operations.

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Sawyer moved to adjourn. Mr. Smith seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. Adjournment was at 7:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian S. Kinal

_________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts
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